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Back 

from the 

convention 
   Club President Mike Schar-
now and his wife Brenda 
traveled to Japan in the lat-
ter half of July to represent 
our Fountain Hills club at the 
international convention 
staged by Kiwanis Interna-
tional. 

   A detailed report will be 
given in next month’s news-
letter, and a full presentation 
will be given to club mem-
bers in September as well. 

   Additional coverage also 
will be provided of the 
Southwest District’s annual 
convention, slated for Au-
gust 1-2 in El Paso, Texas. 

   “This was the first interna-
tional convention I’ve at-
tended in my 20-plus years 
of being in Kiwanis,” Schar-
now said. “And what a con-
vention to attend as an inter-
national rookie!” 

   There were about a dozen 
folks from the district in at-
tendance, including SWD 
Governor Windy Mortensen 
and her son Jack along with 
KI Foundation Trustee Ron 
Smith and wife Joanne. 

   “It was a truly remarkable 
way to celebrate 99 years of 
Kiwanis,” Scharnow added. 
“And the Asia-Pacific region 
was celebrating its 50th an-
niversary at the same time.  

   “This will be a special year 
coming up as Kiwanis cele-
brates a century of exist-
ence. Our club turns 40 in 
January as well. Next year’s 
convention in Indianapolis 
will truly be special.” 

Back to School 
Club members help foster kids through Devereux 

   Believe it or not, by the 

time July rolls around and 

Independence Day is over, 

it’s time to start thinking 

about the start of school. 

   For the Fountain Hills Uni-

fied School District, schools 

open Aug. 4. Most of our 

students will arrive at 

school with new clothes for 

the year and plenty of new 

school supplies. 

   Not so much for foster 

kids who are awaiting some 

type of decision on their 

family status. Devereux 

Arizona is an agency that 

works with foster parents 

and foster kids. Shelley 

Johnson and Monica Chap-

man came to visit our club 

July 17, and our club came 

through once again in a big 

way. 

   Between our club and the 

Aktion Club of STARS, we 

collected many school sup-

plies and new backpacks to 

help the foster children 

associated with Devereux. 

   “What kid doesn’t want to 

start off with school with 

new stuff?” asked club 

President Mike Scharnow.  

   “Through the generosity 

of our club members, once 

again, we are able to make 

the difference in the lives of 

some foster children. They 

will enjoy their cool new 

backpacks and enjoy the 

start of the new school year. 

Thanks to everyone who 

contributed something!”  

Aktion Club advisor Charlie Fox, left, displays school supplies 

collected by our club and the Aktion Club along with Shelley 

Johnson and Monica Chapman of Devereux Arizona. 

Aktion Club members help stuff backpacks with school items. 



Fellow Kiwanians: 

   Long before I joined the Noon Kiwanis Club it was decided that our primary source of fundraising for charitable 
purposes would revolve around food service. At some point in time we became involved as a food vendor during 
the two big arts festivals run here by the Chamber of Commerce — the November Fountain Festival of Arts and 
Crafts and the February Great Fair. We have sold thousands and thousands of burgers and hot dogs over the 
years. And many Kiwanis clubs have had a long-standing tradition of serving up pancake breakfasts, so that has 
been our tradition, too. Different large fundraisers have been attempted the past two decades — fashion shows, 
Christmas ornaments, raffles and other events — but food service has sustained itself over time. 

   While I believe we are positively transforming our club from simply being a “check writing” club to that of a 
hands-on vibrant service club known for serving the children of the world in so many ways, the fundraising ele-
ment remains an important aspect so we can help sustain our Kiwanis-branded service leadership programs (K-
Kids, Builders Club, Aktion Club) and fund other efforts that are so important to children and young adults — 
high school scholarships, Terrific Kids, and the many grants we provide to such groups as Boys & Girls Club, Ex-
tended Hands Food Bank, Fountain Hills Youth Theater, Save the Family and more. And don’t forget the Elimi-
nate Project, an international effort by Kiwanis to raise $110 million to wipe out tetanus around the world. 

   However, the weather can be fickle and so can fundraisers tied into the outdoors or into food service. If we 
don’t raise a certain amount of money in a given year, it’s OK, it’s not the end of the world. Perhaps we might 
have to cut down our grants a certain amount for that year. However, now that the July 4th holiday is over, our 
fundraising efforts for the 2013-14 Kiwanis year are essentially complete. Our faithful treasurer, Bud Fuls, recently 
released a summary showing the success of our fundraisers this past year. We have also stepped up in recent years 
and became involved in even more food service projects at special events — Oktoberfest, Halloween, St. Patrick’s 
Day, July 4, etc. We tried Cyclovia, but that event was a bust and it wasn’t staged this year. And don’t forget our 
successful Super Bowl Sunday Pancake Breakfast held in February, which benefited our MNT effort. 

   February’s Great Fair has traditionally been our largest fundraiser. This past year we made a profit of more than 
$8,600 at the fair. November’s festival brought us a profit of approximately $7,200. We made nearly $700 at the 
two-day Oktoberfest and nearly $800 on Halloween night. We made a few hundred on Breakfast with Santa this 
year, although traditionally we have subsidized that event since we really don’t intend it to be a fundraiser. The Su-
per Bowl Pancake Breakfast brought in nearly $750. The luck of the Irish earned us $577 on St. Patrick’s Day, 
while the Eggstravaganza was down and disappointed us at a mere $334. Independence Day, with our skeleton 
crew serving three snack items only (cotton candy, pretzels, nachos) earned us $761. 

   The grand total? A whopping $20,052.06! 

   While it takes a village to raise a child, it takes an entire Kiwanis club to raise $20,000 in a year. The fairs, for ex-
ample, take a lot of manpower and a lot of shifts over three days. You’re talking a fourth day when you factor in 
Thursday afternoon set-up, stocking the trailer, etc. I appreciate everyone’s effort during the year to volunteer 
when you are able and available. I realize some tasks are more labor-intensive than others, but every little bit makes 
a difference and helps our fundraising efforts. Food service is tough work, but it looks like our club is committed 
to it for a while, given our investment in a custom-made cook trailer and an accessory trailer to help store and 
transport equipment and other items. Your board is always open to additional fundraising ideas, however. Again, 
we have an awesome club full of dedicated members. The children of the world thank you for your commitment 
to Kiwanis! 

    

A WORD FROM PRESIDENT MIKE SCHARNOW 
Fundraising efforts 
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Happy birthday, USA 
   A small but determined skeleton 

crew of Noon Kiwanians braved the 

heat and the chance of monsoon activ-

ity to work a snack concession booth 

at Fountain Park July 4. 

   The crowd was larger than anyone 

had predicted, keeping the Kiwanis 

krew hopping throughout the even-

ing. Thousands ended up enjoying the 

Fourth at the Fountain and the attend-

ance fireworks that evening. And the 

weather cooperated beautifully de-

spite the expected heat and humidity. 

  Those who volunteered that evening 

included Jon Geller, Jo Nelson, Mike 

Wittman, Brenda Scharnow, John 

Schwab, Danielle Petit and Mike 

Scharnow. 

   They were offering jumbo pretzels, 

nachos and cotton candy at $3 each. 

   “It started out kind of slow, since the 

event opened at 5 p.m.,” Mike Schar-

now said. “But once the sun went 

down the people started coming out 

in droves. We could have used a few 

more volunteers helping us out, that’s 

for sure. But we survived and made 

some pretty good profit for our club 

just on snack items alone. 

   “We ran out of nachos and sold 

about 125 pretzels. And of course cot-

ton candy was a popular item. We had 

a line waiting for that sugary stuff!” 

   The four-hour effort yielded slightly 

over $750 in profits for the club (see 

President Mike’s column on Page 2 

regarding fundraising efforts for the 

entire year). 

Snack items yield profit of more than $750 

Brenda Scharnow serves up a cotton candy to another happy kid customer. 

Mike Wittman, above, serves 

up some nachos to a waiting 

customer, while the first shift 

crew waits for some folks to 

show up on July 4, at left. 
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Aktion Club reaches out 
    The Aktion Club of STARS and 

Fountain Hills Noon Kiwanis received 

another lesson in community service 

recently. 

   Aktion Club members and a few 

Noon Kiwanians — Mike Scharnow, 

Charlie Fox, Jon Geller and Rick 

Hopwood — traveled to the UMOM 

facility in Phoenix. 

   The large campus hosts 145 fami-

lies in various stages of homeless-

ness. Some families just moved in off 

the streets; other folks have full-time 

jobs (likely minimum wage) and are 

easing their way into finding perma-

nent housing. They have job training, 

a professional clothing closet, inter-

view practice and a daycare facility, 

allowing moms and dads to work 

during the day and not have to worry 

about expensive daycare. 

   UMOM even has an operating café, 

which serves as a fundraising mecha-

nism and a training facility for those 

who want to learn about the food 

service industry. 

   “It is quite the impressive facility, 

and UMOM is quite organized when 

it comes to the services they provide 

for these young families,” club Presi-

dent Scharnow said. “Our Aktion 

Club members learned a lot. Several 

of them were saying how they love to 

help other people.” 

   Due to generous donations by Ki-

wanians and Aktion Club members 

and their families, five large boxes of 

full-size toiletry items were deliv-

ered to the facility. The contingent 

was split into two groups, and we 

received a tour and then performed 

separate service projects — sorting 

clothes and collating volunteer pack-

ets of information. 

   Then the group enjoyed lunch af-

terward in the yummy café. 

   “It was a perfect day and a perfect 

service project,” Geller said. “This is 

just one more way that Kiwanis and 

the Aktion Club is reaching out to 

help serve the children of the 

world.”  

Service project; items donated to help homeless 

Aktion Club members and others helps sort clothes at the UMOM facility. 

Aktion Club President Susie 

shows off the many folders 

she put together for UMOM, 

which will be handed out to 

potential volunteers at the 

facility. The service project 

was a fulfilling end to the 

day trip to UMOM. 

 

 

Photos by Jon 

‘Flash’ Geller 

Kevin enjoyed his trip to 

UMOM and said he 

wants to go back and 

help even more people. 



Kiwanis Kapers Page 5 

The Aktion Club/Noon Kiwanis/STARS contingent poses with all the toiletry items donated by our club and others. 

Mike and Suzie paired up to 

crank out hundreds, if not thou-

sands, of folders for the UMOM 

facility. They won the bragging 

rights for compiling the most 

folders on the day — at least in 

their minds. No word on how 

accurate the folders were com-

piled during the process. 

 

Below: More scenes from the 

service project at UMOM. 
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Kiwanis Kodak Moments 

Noon Kiwanian Janet Grom, left, brought along a cute choir from the Boys & Girls 

Club McKee Branch to entertain us at a recent meeting. Our club donated $500 to 

help the club subsidize families in town who can’t afford monthly fees. 

Jeannie Ryan of the FH Mentoring Program 

updated our club about the organization’s 

success this past school year. Our club 

donated $250 to the program to help out. 

Matt Dahlgran from Save the Family gave a 

short presentation to our club recently. The 

non-profit works with struggling families and 

domestic violence victims to find them af-

fordable housing and get them off the 

streets. Our club gave a grant of $500 to the 

organization. 

With the hot summer months here, that usually means the Noon Kiwanis Club is 

ready to give out some grants to deserving organizations that concentrate on serv-

ing youths. Presentations were recently given by Casey and Scott Timms of the 

Fountain Hills Soccer Club, Judy Kirsch of Project Linus and Peter J. Hill and Ross 

Collins of the Fountain Hills Youth Theater. Noon Kiwanis grants of varying 

amounts were given to the various organizations to help with their respective or-

ganizations for another year. 

Tired of the same 

ol’ shirt? Paul 

Appeldorn de-

cided to help out 

club President 

Mike Scharnow’s 

wardrobe collec-

tion with this ex-

pensive designer 

hockey jersey. 
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Many times as we induct new members the Six Objects of Kiwanis 

are recited...they have been around a long time in Kiwanis Interna-

tional, and it’s always a good idea to refresh ourselves with what 

they are and what they mean. They help define everything we do with 

Kiwanis. 

Of course, Kiwanians' service helps fulfill the Objects of Kiwanis. Be-

low are the six Objects of Kiwanis that can help the Fountain Hills 

Noon Kiwanis Club honor and illustrate the various objects in our 

club and community. These will help guide our projects into the fu-

ture. 

If you are new to Kiwanis, you are also encouraged to browse and 

learn what Kiwanis is all about. 

 

The Objects of Kiwanis 

The six permanent Objects of Kiwanis International were approved 

by Kiwanis club delegates at the 1924 Convention in Denver, Colora-

do. Through the succeeding decades, they have remained un-

changed. 

Object 1 - To give primacy to the human and spiritual rather than 

to the material values of life.  

Object 2 - To encourage the daily living of the Golden Rule in all 

human relationships. 

Object 3 - To promote the adoption and the application of higher 

social, business, and professional standards. 

Object 4 - To develop, by precept and example, a more intelli-

gent, aggressive, and serviceable citizenship.  

Object 5 - To provide, through Kiwanis clubs, a practical means 

to form enduring friendships, to render altruistic service, and to 

build better communities.  

Object 6 - To cooperate in creating and maintaining that sound 

public opinion and high idealism which make possible the in-

crease of righteousness, justice, patriotism, and goodwill.  

SIX OBJECTS OF KIWANIS 

Ways to meet the Objects: 
 

* Participate in the Eliminate Project. 

* Honor a member or community volunteer who has at 

least 25 years of service with a Legion of Honor award. 

* Enroll a new member committed to the Objects of 

Kiwanis. 

* Complete a project that involves character education. 

* Recognize a local hero who has saved a child from 

harm. 

* Enroll a new member involved in youth services, 

mentoring. 

* Work with Service Leadership Programs or other 

youth clubs to protect the environment. 

* Certify club participation in Kiwanis education and 

training programs. 

* Enroll a new member who is a former Key Club or CKI 

member. 

* Project advocacy for Young Children/Early Childhood 

Development. 

* Connect and interact with a Kiwanis club in another 

Kiwanis district or nation. 

* Initiate and complete a new service project involving 

at least two new members. 

* Certify club participation at either the Kiwanis Interna-

tional convention or your Kiwanis district’s convention. 

* Launch a traditional or social media campaign to pro-

mote Kiwanis service. 

* Complete a project to benefit the children or families 

of heroes. 

* Enroll a new member involved in government service. 

http://www.kiwanisone.org/Pages/Resources/default.aspx?PageID=577
http://www.kiwanisone.org/Pages/Resources/default.aspx?PageID=578
http://www.kiwanisone.org/Pages/Resources/default.aspx?PageID=579
http://www.kiwanisone.org/Pages/Resources/default.aspx?PageID=580
http://www.kiwanisone.org/Pages/Resources/default.aspx?PageID=581
http://www.kiwanisone.org/Pages/Resources/default.aspx?PageID=582


  August 5   Aktion Club meeting 

  August 7   Luncheon meeting; Ryan House 

  August 14  NO MEETING 

  August 17  Serve dinner at Ronald McDonald House 

  August 19  Aktion Club meeting 

  August 21  Luncheon meeting; Superintendent Tom Lawrence 

  August 22-23  Community blood drive 

  August  28  NO MEETING 

  August 31  Serve dinner at Ronald McDonald House 

Upcoming Calendar of Events 
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Kollecting Kans 

   Paul “The Kan Man” Ap-

peldorn will be away through 

August 15. He encourages 

members to stay hydrated and 

drink a lot of liquids (in kans) 

and save those kans until then. 

He leaves again Sept. 6 to visit 

the Baltics and drum up some 

kan business. He returns Sept. 

20 for kan kollection. 

Adopt-A-Street 

   So that you can plan ahead, 

the next street cleaning op-

portunities are August 19, 

September 30 and November 

11.  

   Talk to Paul Appeldorn 

(when he returns from sum-

mer vacation) if interested. 

Another great community ser-

vice project! Help keep our 

local streets clean. 

Welcome new members! 

Two more active citizens were recently inducted into our club and are ready to 

embrace the six objects of Kiwanis and get busy with our many activities. Jon 

Geller sponsored Leon Humble, second from left, into the club. Leon is semi-

retired and now operates a Zounds Hearing Aid Center in the medical campus off 

Palisades Blvd. Mike Wittman, far right, sponsored his wife Robin into our club. 

The Wittmans have a son, Matt, who is a part of our Aktion Club and attends 

STARS. The Wittmans also invite anyone who enjoys bowling to join them on 

Wednesday afternoons for some fun bowling with disabled adults in Scottsdale. 

We welcome both Leon and Robin into our club and look forward to seeing them 

much more as the busy season picks up again after the summer. 


